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SUB J : DISCUSSIONS ON ANGOLAN SITUATION WITH COLOMBIAN OFFICIALS 

REF: 75 BOGOTA 12309, 75 BOGOTA 10976 

1 . THE AMBASSADOR HAS DISCUSSED THE ANGOLAN SITUATION WITH 
PRESIDENT LOPEZ (DEC 19) AND WITH FONMIN LIEVANO (DEC 18). 

BOTH CONVERSATIONS ARE SUMMARIZED IN BOGOTA 12309. EMBASSY OFFICERS 
HAVE ALSO RAISED THE ANGOLAN MATTER WITH UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
POLITICAL AFFAIRS HERNANA TOBAR (BOGOTA 10976) AND OTHER FONOFF 
OFFICIALS. 

2. BOTH LOPEZ AND LIEVANO PLACED MORE WEIGHT ON THE SOVIET 
ROLE THAN ON THAT OF CUBA, BELIEVING THE LATTER TO HAVE ACTED 
ON THE BIDDING AND ASSURANCES OF THE USSR. NEITHER THE PRESIDENT 
NOR THE FONMIN APPEARED RECEPTIVE TO THE IDEA OF BRINGING 
CUBA'S ACTIVITIES BEFORE THE OAS, EVIDENTLY PREFERRING TO SEE 
THE BROADER QUESTIONS OF THE INTERVENTION EXAMINED IN THE UN 
FORUM. WE BELIEVE THAT THE GOC, AFTER HAVING PUSHED HARD 

ON THE CUBAN SANCTIONS QUESTION DURING THE PAST YEAR AND HAVING 
RENEWED RELATIONS WITH CUBAN TEN MONTHS AGO, WOULD FIND IT 
EMBARRASSING AT THIS TIME TO PARTICIPATE IN A HEMISPHERIC 
DISCUSSION OF A CUBAN MILITARY INTERVENTION. 

3. ALTHOUGH GOC OFFICIALS HAVE NOT BEEN FORTHCOMING ON THE 
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ANGOLA ISSUE, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE CUBAN INTERVENTION, 
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BOTH AS A DEMONSTRATION OF MILT ARY CAPACITY AND AS A REFLECTION 
OF CUBAN READINESS TO DO THE SOVIET UNION S BIDDING.HAS ALTERED 
THE GOC PERCEPTION OF THE CASTRO REGIME. THE CHANGING IMAGE 
PROJECTED BY CUBA IS DISTURBING TO THE GOC AND WILL, WE BELIEVE, 

IN THE MONTHS AHEAD, CAUSE SOME RE-EXAMINATION OF THE COLOMBIAN 
POSITION ON CUBA. 

4. THE EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO USE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED 
IN THE ANGOLA SITREP SERIES IN FUTURE DISCUSSIONS WITH GOC 
OFFICIALS, AS APPROPRIATE OCCASIONS ARISE. THE LOCAL PRESS DOES 
NOT PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF THE ANGOLAN EVENTS. 

WE PLAN, ACCORDINGLY, TO BRING THE IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THIS 
MATTER DIRECTLY TO GOC OFFICIALS. 
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